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9355 | It is whiſpered about that Something is in Agitation  - *® 


2 ar reſtraining the Methadifts and Diſſenters ; and bat 
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pron ofy of their Privileges, which are re- 


 dertaking, which is in Some Meaſure done in 
the preceding Pages. 


. bath a higher ſenſe of Freedom than himſelf, 


* 
* 
% 
=>, 8 
; ; 
? 2 
# 
2 ee eee eee n * $75. * 1 3 ak Y 
— — — : — — _ 
: 3 1 
5 
: - * 
4 1 9 
0 * * 
25 


N 0 5 for this Publication can be 
neceſſary, when the Intelli rgence which 
cauſed it is confidered. If that is true, it is 
Time to be alarmed, and even if falſe, it will 
naturally throw the Minds of many into 


Confuſon, and inſpire them with a needle „ l 


reſented as at the Eve of departing. This 2 
nclufion will likely enſue, unleſs a ſuitable 
Antidote is timeouſly thrown in, by detecting 
the Abſurdity. and Difficulty of fuch an Un: © 


The Author . you, that 720 Man | 


but he would not be alarmed, nor have others 
alarmed, at any Thing which a Toryfied , 


| Scribbler may advance, till it is better au- 


thenticated than this Article £4 Foe 
Jeems to be. 
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Shall 4 Trumpet be blown in Wes City, enV 
: the. * not + be afraid ? — __ 


VERSE 3 A 


AN is a Creature that cannot, with 
| Pleaſure, brook the Thoughts of 
Slave and Bondage after he has felt the 
Sweets of Liberty and Freedom; nor 
meanly proſtitute, without Reluctance, 
the Powers of the rational Mind to the 
Guidance of any Set of Dictators whatſo- 
ever. Liberty of Oy in Matters 
: 0 | | ct 


44 1 
of Religion, every Proteſtant claims as his 
Birthright, and legal Inheritance, which 
cannot be relinquiſhed at the Command of 
Superiors, but from the moſt ſordid Prin- 
ciples of venal Corruption. Spiritual Sla- 
very being as much more deteſtable and 
dreadful than corporeal Slavery, as the 
Concerns of an Lmmertal, , tranſcynd _ 
of a Worty l 


4 


What leads me to theſe Reflections is a 
Paragraph in The London Evening Poſt, 
No. 6454, for Saturday March 11, 1769, 
which I here tranſcribe verbatim. 17 zs 
«© whiſpered about that ſomething is in Agi- 
« tation for reſtraining the Methodiſts and 
„% Diſenters; and that no more Conventicles 
« or Meetings will be allowed, but all to be 
ce conſecrated Chapels, and the Liturgy be 
« obliged to be read in all of them ; and that 
& their Paſtors are to be paid by a Tax as 
« ſimilar to @ Church-Rate as poſſible.” 


. — 


This Paragraph is as alarming as it is 
ſtrange and unexpected in the Reign of an 
Hanoverian and Proteſtant Prince, in whoſe 
firſt Proclamation, from the Throne he pro- 
feſſed himſelf the Guardian of his Peoples 
Liberties, both ſacred and civil. As for 
the Diſſenters, a moderate Churchman 
himſelf would think them ſufficiently re- 
ſtrained 


| 4 
on. in their preſent, Circuniſtances, ' 
ceing they are not only denied the Privi- 
lege of Education in the public Seminaries 
of Learning, but diſqualified as ſuch for 
every Place of Profit 4 Truſt under the 
Government, either of a civil or ecclęſiaſtical 
Mature: Nor have they one Repreſentative 
either amongſt Lords or Commons, conſi- 
dered in their religious Capacity as Diflen- 
ters. Vet they have thankfully enjoyed 
the Privileges allowed them by Govern- 
ment, and patiently bore every Diſadvan- 
tage of a civil Nature, in Conſideration of 
religious Liberty being allowed them, and 
all along have ſhowed themſelves to be the 
ſteady Maintainers of Revolution Princi- 
ples, .and inviolably attached: to the Prote- 


tant Succeſſion in the illuſtrious Houſe of 


Hanover. This is much more than can 
be ſaid of very many of thoſe Gentry who 
would gladly — the Yoke of Bondage 


cloſe and hard upon the Necks of the Diſ- 
ſenters. I am not acquainted with any 


Exceſs in the Conduct of the Methodiſts 
neither, for which they ſhould be reſtrain- 


ed. I have often diſcerned among them a 
zealous Attachment to the Church of Eng- 
land, and earneſt Endeavours to reſcue her 
Articles from the Abuſe of Arminians, Ari- 
ans and Socinians. True it is their Induſtry 
in the Work of the Miniſtry greatly ſean- 

ä dalizeth 


4 


(8.) 


dalizeth many of the indolent ſelf-ſeeking 
_- Clergy, and their Itinerancy condemns the 


Non-refidence of many a well-beneficed 
Paſtor. \Many, by their means, are become 


more ſober, chaſte and temperate than for- 
merly, and of courſe more uſeful Members 


of Society. For which of theſe Things is 


it that they muſt be reſtrained ? Have the 
Methodiſts and Diſſenters ever diſcovered 
_ themſelves as dangerous to Society, or diſ- 


affected to the Perſon of his Majeſty ? Have 
they been the Sowers of Strife and Sedition? 


The Authors of Tumult and Confuſion? 


Or the Perpetrators of Deeds diſloyal * 
Their very Enemies cannot prove this a- 


gainſt them. On the contrary they have 
been frequent and fervent in their Prayers 


for his Majeſty King Groxcꝝ the Third, 
his royal Conſort, and illuſtrious Family; 


and are to a Man ready to their utmoſt to 


defend his Majeſty's Perſon and Govern- 


ment againſt all his Enemies, ſecret or o- 


pen. And yet, according to this Author, 
they are to be reſtrained. Whether it is for 
his Majeſty's Intereſt that it ſhould be ſo 
muſt be left till afterwards; and at preſent 


we ſhall attend to the Reſtraint to ve wp 


won them. 
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. 
1. No more Conventicles or Meetings will 
be allowed, but all to be conſecrated Chas. 


This of itſelf will be but a very ſmall 


- Grievance to the Diſſenters and Method- 


iſts; for as on the one Hand they firmly 
believe that Conſecration by the Biſhop, 
even by Laud himſeif, can do the Ground, 
Walls and Pews no Manner of Good; fo 
on the other Hand they as firmly believe 
That his Lordſhip's Form of Conſecration 
can do the Place no Harm. His Lordſhip 
might therefore conſecrate all their Meet- 
ing -Houſes, and record them as Chapels in 
the Annals of his Dioceſe, as ſoon as he _ 

| "pleaſed, provided the next Thing was not 
to follow; which is 6 | 


2. That the Liturgy muſt be read in all © 
| of them. Whether the Romiſh or Engliſh 
Liturgy ; whether the Liturgy in its 
preſent Mode, or after it has been re- 
modelled, our Author does not ſay. But, 
be it as it will, this is a Yoke that our 
Forefathers could not bear, and which at 
leaſt one Half of the King's Subjects, at 
this Day in Great Britain and her Colonies; 
will not be able to ſubmit to without ſome 
Reluctance. The plain Meaning of the 

Paragraph is, All Extempore Prayer will 
of Rs | | be 
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"be unlawful and deemed rebellious. . You 


muſt pray to God. according to the Rules 
which others take upon them to preſcribe 
to you. No more of the Holy Spirit help- 
ing your Infirmities, and making Inter- 
ceſſion for ou” with nn that cannot 
be uttered, ; 7 FM 


3. Their Paſtors are AN Py 7 ia —f. 
as ſimilar to a Ghurch-Rate as poſſible. One 
would really think, that the Manner in 
which the Methodiſts and Diſſenters ſup- 


port their Miniſters could never attract the 


Attention of Government, being in itſelf 
indifferent; but I may venture to aſſert, 


that, as they have no deſire of making a 
87 Bax of the Miniſtry, and a Prey of the. 
People, they will give themſelves but little 
Concern how or in what, Manner they are 


Paid, provided they have but a mode 


rate Proviſion allotted for them. Having 
ſeen the Purport of this Article of very ex- 
traordinary Intelligence, I may now alk 
the Author of it after its Authenticity. 
Is there not Diſcord enough already ſowa 


in the Nation? Are not almoſt nine Tenths 


of the People already diſguſted at the Mea- 
ſures of the preſent "Miniſtry? And would 
you, Sir, extend the Flame, by kindling 


a Jealouſy for religious Priviledges in the 


Breaſts of ſuch a numerous Body of well- 
affected 


9 : J 


13700 . 
affected Subjects? If you have publiſhed 
this without a -juſt Foundation, muſt not 
every ſober Perſon conſider you as an In- 
© cendiary, and Enemy both to King and 
Subject, as all certainly are — ſow 

groundleſs Jealouſies in the Mind of ei- 

ther? In ſhort, Sir, you are hereby called 
upon, in Behalf of a loyal and affectionate 
People, who value their Privileges even 
beyond Life, either to confute your own 
Intelligence, or to make good 4 n 
* for its Publication: 1 


The Gellowfing Kate are W againſt 
the Truth of the Intelligence referr'd to: 


. That is. e be very unpotitioh; 
a with Reſpect to the Time, to lay the Re- 

ſttraint ſpoken. of upon the Methodiſt and 
LS, | l 


ne hat be Wei be Whey 3 
with erg {a to- the Manner of i it. And 


3. That it cond be very dangerous in 
e to its Effects. 


News Anja in Regard to the 
Cauſes of this Perſecution. i 
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: F 5 4 
— 3 
* 5 1 * * 
. > * 1 5 - 1 . + , 
* . 1 — : I A 


"8 * 
Pirſt, Sir; that your Intelligenèe cannot 


beg be received as authentic, without farther 
Proof, is evident, becauſe it would be 
very impolitic to oppreſs a people who, I 


may affirm, have always been the warmeſt 
Friends of the Houſe of Hanover, and his 

late Majeſty, of pleaſing Memory, well 
knew them as ſuch, and cheriſhed them 


accordingly. Who were the Rebels in the 
Year F orty-five ?. Not the Diſſenters in 
England, and the Preſbyterians in Scot- 


land; but the Pa _—_ in England, and 
Epiſcopalians and Non-jurors in Scotland, 


thoſe who always gladly would mingle the 


Blood of Difſenters and Hanoverians toge- 


ther. His Royal Highneſs the late la- 


mented Duke of Cumberland well knew 


the Scottiſh Preſbyterians to be true Friends 


of his Royal Father, and. honoured them 
as ſuch. "The Methodiſts and Diſſenters 
being the faſt Friends of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, it would be the moſt impolitic 
Thing imaginable, to take ſuch Meaſures 
as muſt of Courſe alienate the Affections 


ol ſuch a vaſt Number of People from his 


Perſon : a Scheme which cannot be pro- 
poſed by any who with the Safety of the 
King and the Repoſe of his Country. And 
was ſuch a Scheme indeed to be propoſed; 
I have no Manner of Doubt that the Au- 
thors of it, in due Time, would be * 

with 


4 


Is 


; e 13; Toe 
Vith 8e Traitors 6 £7 his Majeſty and 
the Common»wealth, . 


* « 5-2 


* Beſides, it is plain that the induſtrious 
Miniſtry Have planned for themſelves Work 
enough for the preſent Time. A general 
Diſconterit at Home and Abroad prevails : 

they are wiſer certainly than to go to add 


| freſh Fuel to the Flame, and ſtrengthen 
the Body of Malecontents, by forcing to 


their Number hot leſs than Fifteen Hun- 
dred Congregations of Diſſenters, and neat 


the fame Number of Methodiſts, If the 
Britiſh Governors were to be drawn into a 


Scheme fo abſurd and tidiculous, it would 
be little Matter indeed if its fatal Conſe- 


quences ſhould fall upon the Necks of its 


Contrivers. Even ſuppoſing the Miniſtry 


= to be is wicked as n moſt zealous Op- 


Fet, unleſs they were to be deemed defti- 


Fat would have us believe them to be, 


tute of common Senſe, it cannot be ſup- 
poſed they ſhould act fo impolitically as to 
Taiſe to themſelves new Enemies at Home, 
e'er they have ſubdued the Americans, 
their Oppoſets abroad. When tod many 
Irons are put int6 the Fire at once; fotne 


of them muſt be neglected. But ſuppoſing 


that all was Peace and Quietneſs at Home, 
and that there was no jarring between the 


Mother Country and her Daughter Colg- 


Cc e 


it, AT pee I. VA . 


introduce Innovations in 


Sn 
nies, this would not be a proj er 8 4 


igion, ſeeing 
we muſt either loſe our Eſteem as a Nation, 


and become _ contemptible among the 
Powers of Europe, or be fully engaged 


der long, with. foreign Adverſaries, wh 


are ſomething a-kin to the -hierarchi: 


Clergy, and cannot, live without 1 


| Nliſchtek. O, what a happy World wo 


this be, if mere was never a ee 
gyman in it! : 15 0 
The near Eabaliy x . Le 
and Anti-Liturgians renders the Sc 
ſtill more impolitic. Three Founths, . * 
leaſt, of the Americans, more than thr 
Fourths of the Scotch, near one Fourth of 
the Engliſh, and one Third of the Iriſh; 
are LINE to the Liturgy and Epiſcopal 
Government. The Number being fo con- 
fiderable, and the Averſion to Hierarchy = 
deeply rooted, it would be with ſome Di 
culty that Submiſſion to ſuc Regulations 
could be obtained. Therefote, Sir, it is 
preſumed that your Intelligence, is — 4 
Foundation, and that you yourſtif are no 
more than an . Which I ſhall 
BEE further WWE 


2 8 viz. It would be a very 
Anti-chriſtian and N Act to lay Re- 
ſtraints 


* * 


* 
OY - 
* 
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3 CALF 
who believe that they cannot worſhip God 
aright but according to its Dictates. This 
would be contrary to Chriſt's exgpeſs Com. 
mand, Let tbem alaue, for they be blind 
| Leaders of the Blind,” and conſequently 
impious, even if it could be proved that 
the Diſſenters and Methodiſts are blind 
Leaders of the Blind. It is for that very 
: NOR: hat we proteſt-againſt the Hierar- 
chy of Rome, becauſe ſhe impoſeth Rules 


y of Ro 
upon our Conſcience, .-contrary., to the 
Ward of God; and therefore it would be 
Popiſh in the higheſt. Degree. Would 
they, like to have their Conſciences ſub» 

ce the Diſſenting and Methodiſtical 


12 
1 Y ze, to be tied to preach and pray with» 
| gut Book. I believe not truly 1 
„ it would be unjuſt and immoral, inaſmuch 
| as they would impoſe Burdens on others 
ve which they themſelves would be unwilling 
| to bear. Epiſcopacy hath indeed the Army 
* and Fleet in its Hand, and conſequently 
may enforce its Meaſures ſo far, at leaſt, 
as to gain an outſide Compliance of many ; 
TY but then it would be ungenerous and un- 
- . Jult to compel. People to be Hypoctites, 
i} Forde being incapable. to gain the Aſſent 
133 of the Heart. Suppoſe the reading of 
the Liturgy could be enforced, would that 
be. any Ac Tanze to Epiſcopacy, if BY 
4 "Sus | he 
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| the innate Diſlike of it ſhould continue ? 


Would not that Diſlike. rather extend it 


ſelf to the Impoſers of the Burden, as the 
Cauſers of the People to ſtumble, and 


conſequently make the Breach between 
Church People and Diſſenters wider my 


The Epiſcopatians very wen * 80 
Methodiſts and Diſſenters embrace, or 
ere get to embrace, the Scriptures as oe 


Rule of Faith, and Directory 


Worſhi p and Diſcipline, and would Ry 
indeed impoſe another different * of 


Faith and Directory of Worſhip 


their fellow Proteſtants ? E er they 1 7 | 


ſe the Litur upon us, it is hoped th 


will point-out that Part of the Bible whic 
authoriſes them ſo to do, "otherwiſe the 

Diſſenters will be apt to aſk them, * 
hath required this at your Hands 8 7 


The Church of En gland Jifents 0 
N meerly aal that Church 
is arbitrary and rigorous in its Dictates, 


impoſing upon her Members ſuch a Di- 


rectory. of Faith and Worſhip which Pro- 


teſtant People cannot in conſtience ſubmit 
to; and would the Church of En gland ever 
be guilty, in theſe Days, of the very ſame 
Thing which- _ object to, and for 


WI hich 


— 


1 they dident Hoek the Church of | 


Rome ? Barely to infinuate this would be 
the greateſt Inſult upon the Spirit of -our 


Church Governors; therefore, Sir, your 
Paragraph muſt certainly wait till further 
| Evidence appears, in Order to gain the 


Credit its Author would fain obtain. 
Whenſoever the High-Church Party have 
a Mind to ſhackle the Conſciences of their 
fellow Proteſtants, let them conſider, that 


the Diſſenters have as much Reaſon to 
| refuſe the Epiſcopal Yoke, as the Epiſco- 


palians have to refuſe the Papal Yoke; for 
if the Papal Yoke is contrary to the Con- 


ſciences bf the one, the E piſcopal Yoke is 


no 3 contrary to the Cnet es of the 
As Members of Civil Society, the 
Aae and Diſſenters conſider it their 
Duty to be ſubmiſſiye to higher Powers, 
9 N to be governed wholly by the Laws 


ef their Country, but, as Chriſtians, they 


can ſubmit their Conſciences to God only. 
To infinuate therefore, without the juſteſt 


| Grounds, that our gracious Prince would 
- aſſume. the Prerogatives of the Almighty, 


namely, to command the Conſciences of 
is Subjects in Matters relating to their 


everlaſting State, muſt be daring, inconſi- 


gende * and mee 


Kitered, 


{ 18 * 
This will further e when it is drag 


. . That FO an Aue . he reli 
4 1 of the Subject would, in all 


Probability, be very dangerous in its Ef- 


fects. The Conſtitution of a Patient ht 
to be pretty firm when Medicines rough in 


Operation are adminiſtered; but this is not 


the Caſe of Britain at preſent, it 1s almoſt 
worn out with Luxury and Debauch. It 


labour under a Complication of Diſorders. 


The ww ole Head is fel, and the whole Heart 


at faint. Rough Medicines, in ſuch a State, 
might have the moſt fatal Tendency. If 
We look back into Hiſtory, we ſhall find 


that religious Liberty has always been 


dearer than Life unto thinking Men. Na- 
ture has, it is true, occaſionally produced 

fame Dregs which could be moulded by 
Superiors into any Form, as Self-preſerva- 


tion and Intereſt might happen to dictate, 
But for Mankind in-general they will part 


with Life ſooner than Liberty. Therefore 


it might be not at all unreaſonable to ſup- 
poſe that ſach a daring Attack upon hy< 


man Freedom would not be ſubmitted to 


without Compulſion; and very probabl 

that Compulſion might be attended wit 

Conſequences the moſt Ae to the 
Nation. 
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ſome bigotted 


— 


„ 
Ik this Paragraph was not inferted with 


| 4 View to enflame the Minds of Methodifts 


and Diſſenters, it is preſumed to he done by 


high- flying Son , Sacheverel 
who ſpeaks as he would have it, and throws 


| out in the Hint what he wiſhes to ſee 


ut 
in Execution. But does he really 1302 
and rightly ee me Ertent of the Work 
by e a 


1815 not barclythe mae 5 the Faith 
of Worſhip in about near three thouſand 


Congregations in England and Wales, 


which of itſelf might be more difficult than 


this Gentleman is aware of, but it muſt 
include Scotland likewiſe, and be an Over- 
turning of their preſent Mode of Worſhip 
and Diſcipline in their eſtabliſhed Church; 

a Thing which has formerly indeed cg 
attempted, not much to the Honour or Ad- 
vantage of theſe whowere infatuated enough 
under the Influence of evil Council to at- 
tempt it. Notwithſtanding the Scotch have 
been much traduced of late by certain Pens, 


1 am pretty well aſſured, from my Know- 


ledge of their Principles, that it will re- 
quire ſomething more than a bare Com- 
mand, to introduce the Service-Book into 
their Conventicles : There is the whole 
eſtabliſhed Kirk, and there is the Afﬀociate 


9 2 as fond of the as the Cat is 


of 


75 

| : 

| 

| a 
3 


1 


of Muſtard, Their Forefathers have been 


ſoaked in Blood to withſtand' the deteſtable 
Service-Book, as they call it, and what 
wes the preſent Generation a greater Diſ- 


| Hh it, if poſſible, than their Anceftors 


had, is, that there is ſcarcely one of all the 


bels. If our Clergymen ſhould incline to 


 wreathe a Yoke upon the Necks of Diſſen- 


ters and Methodiſts in England, I preſume 
that the incorrigible Scotch muſt not be 
neglected. TIT IONS 4 A 25 nne 
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And would this News- writer pe 


us indeed, that to gratify a few high- fly 


ing Clergymen, Our Sovereign Lord would 


. with the reſpectable Body of Scotch 


reſbyterians, as well as his Engliſh dif- 


Family. Nor can it be ſuppoſed that this 
Impoſition would be laid upon the Diſſen- 


ters and Methodiſts: in the Mother Country 


to the Exemption of thoſe in the Colonies 
abroad: And, ſhould ſuch a Thing paſs 
into a Law, can it be ſuppoſed that the 
Americans, who already conſider themſelves 
as oppreſt, will readily give up their reli- 


they will oppoſe a Stamp, or other Reve- 
nue Act, ſuppoſing it unconſtitutional to be 


8 


Scoteh Epiſcopalians, alias Liturgy-Readers 
but what are downright Facob:tes and Re- 


ſenting Subjects, the firmeſt Friends of his 


gious, along with their civil Liberty? If 


1 

taxed; but by their own Repreſentatives, 
will they readily put the Neck of their 
Conſciences into the Nooſe of the Biſhop's 
Halter, to be led through the Paths of li- 
_ turgick Worſhip?” Did not their Fathers 
ſeek a Defence againſt thoſe ſpiritual Evils 
in the unpeopled Wilds of America? And 
can it be ſuppoſed that their Children, ſo 
very ſoon, * forgot the Cauſe of their 

Emigration 2. You, Sir, ought to conſider 
theſe Things ere you attempt to ſound 
the pretended Alarm. Should this Intel- 
ligence prove true, it is not to be doubted 
but England would ſoon be cleared of 
many of thoſe who are the greateſt Eye- 
ſore to the torified Clergy, provided their 
Emigration be not prohibited. But would 
this be any real Advantage to the Com- 
a to loſe ſo many uſeful Sub- 
jects merely to allay the Spleen of ſome 

galled High-Prieſts, who never have Re- 
_ courſe. to Fares till they are fairly beat out 
of all their Arguments. Recourſe to Force 
always 8 the Badneſs of a Cauſe. 


Here lies the n Danger of all, civil 
and religious liberty ſtand or fall together. 
This is an invariable . Rule; therefore, 
when there is an Invaſion” of the one, it 
Will be thought high Time to be jealous 
for he other. In the late glorious Reign, 

D 


civil 
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civil-and religious Liberty grew up by one 
another as flouriſhing Trees, producing 
Apples of Gold. God forbid that they 


ſhould | wither; decay and fall in this 


Reign, according as this News-Writer 


would intimate. If the propoſed Reſtraint 
is indeed a Reality, all the Powers of Rhe- 


toric will not perſwade even the moderate 


Churchmen themſelves, that there is not a 
further Deſign on the Carpet; namely, to 


tolerate the Papiſts inſtead of Diſſenters, 


and to encourage the Jeſuits inſtead of the 
Methodiſts. Then farewell Liberty both 
ſacred and civil. Farewell the Bible and 
Conſcience. How then can any Man dare 
to publiſh, in a common News- paper, a 
Poſition pregnant with Conſequences ſo 
unfavourable, and fatal to the true Intereſts 
of the Kingdom. Beware, Sir, how. you 

ſtudy to inſtil Prejudices into the Minds of 
his 'Majeſty's peaceable Subjects, as ſeems 
to be T Drift of the Article . Ons 

deration. | 


3. This 8 (for ſuch 1 + = 
call 'it, Conſcience being thereby affected) 
would be very unjuſtifiable reſpecting its 


_ . Cauſes. Pray, Mr. Tory, tell me what 


Part of civil Duty have the Diſſenters or 


_ Methodiſts neglected, or what Acts of 


Diſloyalty have they been guilty of, _ 
48 they 
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they muſt be brought under the Laſh of 
ſuch a ſevere Penalty as to forfeit their re- 
| ligious Freedom as Subjects? Have they 
? refuſed to ſerve any Office which they are 
not exempted ' from by Law ? Have their 
Miniſters refuſed to qualify themſelves for 
the Office of a Diſſenting Teacher accord- 
Ing to Law ? If fo, this muſt be owing to 
the Neglect of the neighbouring Magiſtrate 
who hath not call'd upon them fo to do. 
O! but there are two Cauſes of Umbrage 
I am told. On the Behalf of the Metho- 
diſts, ſome of the Clergy have been ſevere- 
ly galled for the Expulſion of fix young 
methodiſtical Gentlemen from the Univer- 
ſity of Oxford, for praying extempore, 
reading and expounding the Scriptures; 
a. and on the Part of the Diſſenters, ſome 
few of them happened to vote for Mr. 
Wilkes, and this, it is faid, hath given 
Umbrage to the Miniſtry. And fo truly, 

' becauſe Mr. Wilkes is obnoxious to the 
Miniſtry, and ſome of the Difſcnters voted 
for him, this Tory would have all of them 

to be ſtript of their Privileges. By this it 

would be apparent, that religious Privi- 

leges fall a Victim to civil Liberty. 


It would 3 be deemed very hard | 
to puniſh a whole Body of People for the 


Fault of ſome Individuals, as in the pre- 
| | D * 4 ſent 
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| ſent ſuppoſed Caſe. More Clergymen, I 
am periuaded, than Diſſenting Miniſters 


voted for Mr. Wilkes; and would it not 
e deemed an Infringement upon the 


Rights of the Church, if, for ſo doing, 


their Gowns: ſhould be ſtripped. over their 


Ears, and they be condemned to the Pu- 
niſhment of praying without Book? A 
Thing which is deem'd impracticable by 


many Gentlemen 3 in holy Orders, fy; (64 


But to punim the whole Body of Me- 


thodiſts and Diſſenters, becauſe ſome of 
their Number voted for Mr. Wilkes, is 
not only contrary to common Equity and 
the Laws of Society, but in direct Oppo- 


ſition to the expreſs Laws of the Realm, 


which bind every Conſtituent to vote ac- 
cording to the Dictates of his own Con- 


ſcience, without any external Biaſs what- 
ſoever. Now the Diſſenters may, without 


derogating in the leaſt from the Superiority 
of Churchmen, be conſidered as rational 
Beings, capable of feeling for themſelves 
in the caſe of another; and as ſuch, vie w- 


ing their own Freedom, as Subjects (not 
as Diſſenters) violated in the Perſon of 


Mr. Wilkes, whoſe Vices they never 
meant to eſpouſe or to defend, might be 


inclined from thence to mms him. As 


it is peculiar to the Genius of the Engliſh 


to 
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do eſpouſe the cauſe of the Oppreſſed, it 1s 
no Wonder if, among ſo many reſpectable 
Freeholders who voted: for Mr. Wilkes, 
'- ſome Diſſenters may have been found. 
But if the Law commands to adhere to 
Conſcience in chooſing a Repreſentative, 
and if from Conſcience ſome Diſſenters 
went to Brentford and voted for Mr. 
1 Wilkes, ſtill they did nothing but What 
OY 3 the Law enjoined them. And would this 
| Tory, this Tool of the High Prieſthood, 
have the Diſſenters ſtripped of all their 
Privileges, | becauſe ſome of their Number 
had Courage enough to follow the Dic- 


tates of their Conſciencet, md act accord- 
ing to Law? 2 1 


Let it not be obj eted by any * 
Scribbler, that this Dot: of their Conduct 
was oppoſite to the known Will of the 
Miniſtry then ſubſiſting. Whether it was, 
or was not, I am not an infallible Judge; 
but this is certain, that the ſame Law 
which binds a Man to the Obſervance ' of 
the internal Dictates of his own Heart, 
does not even except in Caſe of Miniſterial 

Influence, but Conſcience muſt be obſerved 
in ſuch Caſes, whatever the Inclinations 

of the Court may be : therefore to puniſh” 
Men for what the Law moſt peremptorily 
| enjoins, would be the worſt Kind of 

; | | | |: Slavery 


(m4 | 
Slavery on Earth. Ang will che Enemies 
of the Methodiſts and Diſſenters dare to 
inſinuate that the Britiſh Legiſlature will 
fink ſo far beneath itſelf, às to puniſh 
Men for obeying the ſame Laws which 
they enforce Unger »the ſevereſt anc 
nalty? EE. i 


But app os hot Mr. Wilkes's con- 
ſtituents have been miſtaken in his Quali- 
ties as a proper Repreſentative for them 
(and I may well ſuppoſe this, being no 
manner of Judge of his Qualities as a Gen- 

tleman or as a Senator) would it from 
thence follow, that, for an Error in Judg- 


ment, which, with Submiſſion be it ſaid, 


the beſt of Men are ſubject unto, that ſome 
Part of them muſt be puniſhed with the 
Loſs of what is by far dearer to them than 
Life? This would be the Caſe if Method- 
iſts and Diſſenters muſt be reſtrained. 
according to this inflammatory Article, 
and tied down to what, in their very 
Hearts, they abhor ; namely, ſubjecting 
their Conſciences to the n of 


| ben 


Let our Tory perſuade himſelf that he 
will never live to ſee ſuch an arbitrary 
ae in our beloved Prince, nor ſuch baſe 

Servility 
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| They revere Maj . in the Perſon of 
thair auguſt Sovereign, they rejoice in liv= 
ing under a Proteſtant Government, but 

Loyalty and Slavery are held to be diame- 
- trically oppoſite, and whilſt they abound in 
the former, will, by all poſible N re 
fiſt the latter. 


Let Biſhop or Prieft, « or Deacon;orWhis 
or Tory, or Methodiſt or Diſſenter, or Fa- 

vourite or Enemy, ſtudy to inſpire the 

Breaſt of Majeſty with Jealouſy, or to ali- 
_ enate the Affections of the People from 
their rightful Sovereign King Grox o the 


Third, he ought to be held an Enemy to 5 


the public Peace, of his-Majeſty and his 
Subjects, and dealt TO as ſuch, nn . 
to Law. | 


If this News-Writer * Acts ſuf- 
_ ficient for his Intelligence, let him be bold 
enough to declare it openly ; if he hath no 


more for it than the Whiſperings of ſome 


few of his Friends, and of his own Wiſhes, 
let him be honeſt enough, for the Sake of 
public Tranquillity, the Peace of many 
Thouſands, fairly to own that his Intelli- 
gence was without the leaſt Foundation, 

= __ __ Herein 
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Herein he will but imitate the fregbenk 
Practice of his Brother News-mongers. If 
he is capable of the former, he will ſhow 
himſelf a Friend to loyal Liberty, and 
if of the latter, he will ſhow that he has 
55 ſome Remains of 0 EE in | 

um, | | 


